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for their hide and tallow. The beef,
not worth anything in Texas in those
days, was fed to swine! He amassed
@ herd of 4,000 stock cattle and 2,000
pigs.  Stock eattle were then worth
$2.50 to $2.00 and steers brought
£1.00 for each year of their age. (To-
day, alas! we city folk pay thirty-five
cents a pound for the choicest parts of
such steers!)

Then something happened to change

.the course of Keith's earcer, Iis unele,

Henry Meiggs, was the famous builder
of the first railway over Llhe Andes
amil of other epochal South American
lines.  Minor's eldest brother, Henry
Meiggs Keith, had joined his unele in
Pern and had taken over a contraet
from his uncle to build a railroad in
Cesta Riea for ithe government., One
day, in 1871, Minor reeceived a letier
from his brother asking him to come
tn Costa Rica,

Minor's job was to run
missariat of the railway.
subsequently died and the construe-
tion of the railway was suspended
through the government not heing ahle
to supply the money, In order to
carry out lis brother's undertaking he
recontracted the coast line of the rail-

the com-
His brother

way with the government. Also to
make possible the building of the
mountain section for which the gov-

ernment had not the needful $6.000,-
000, he made a contract with the Costa
Riea government to seltle their ex-
ternal debt which had been defaulted
for thirteen He proceeded to
London and after many difficulties ar-
ranged a settlement of the debt and
all arrears of interest, and obtained
$6,000.000 for the construction of the
railway.

The International Railwavs of Cen-
tral America—1the  “Pan-American
Railway"—is not a mere paper rail-
road. Half of it is already built.
Connection has been made, on the
Pacifie side, with the National Rail-
ways of Mexico, at the Guatemala
bcundary. The road runs down the
Guatemala coast and then cuts eclear
across the continent, to Puerto Bar-
rios, on the Atlantic side: this trans-
continental line is now In profitable
cperation, the net earnings (for
profits) in the first four months of this
year having been $667,545. From mid-
centinent  the line is  being  built
straight through the little republiec of
Salvador to La Unfon, on the Pacific.
Next it will pass through Honduras
and join the Nicaraguan road. The
Costa Riean system will then bhe
reached, and from Port Limon to the
Fanama Canal will be the final link on
the mnorthern side of
divide." The South
sfen, Mr, Keith
low.

More than five hundred and seventy
miles of the TInternational Railwavs
are to-day actually operating—and
n.aking money. And the daring pro-
jeet is daily ereeping towards
pletion,

“T have heard, Mr, Keith, that vou
hepe to bring about the union of the
five Central Awmeriean republicg—
Guatemala, Salvador, Nicaragua, Costa
Rica and Panama.

yvears.

the “great

American exten-
is confident, will fol-

come-

Is that your am-

bition?"” T asked. Ile gnzed into
space, Then:

“T believe that will come. Tt will
he a great thing for them all. Tl

only railroads ean bring it about. The
people of Costa Riea are to-ilay
strangers to the people of Nicarngua
although their countries adjoin. There
must first be commercial and soecial

intercourse. The railroad will maka
that possible,”"—B. (. Forbes, in Les-
lin's,

FOR RENT,

A comfortable, well located house,
with all convenienees; large garden
and yard—furnished or unfurnished.
Apply to Miss Irwin, 13 White St.,
Lexington, Va,
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4,606 ON ROAD'S PENSION LIST.

Philadelphia.—In  the first six !
menths of 1916, the companies of the
Pennsylvania railroad svstom have re-
tired 326 employecs under the pension
re:les, This total
men and  women

includes  fifty-six
whose relirement,
diting from June 1st, to-day received
the final approval of the board of
directors.  Of the entire number of
employees placed on the roll of honor
in the last six months, thirty-three,
or more than ten per cent.,, worked
for the rallroad fifty vears or more,
wl'ile one hundred and forty-nine. or
nearly half, were in the active ser-
vice more than forty years each.

The Pennsylvania Railroad system
eapended in pensions during the first
half of 1916, in round figures, $750,-
660. Pensions are being paid at the
present time at the rate of more than
$4,000 per day. Since the pension sys-
tem was established on January 1,
1400, the total expenditure has been
almost $13,000,000. A total of nine
thousand four hundred and sixty-four
en.ployees have been retireq under the
pension rules since that time., Of tHis
number, four thousand six hundred
and six are at present living eznd re-
ceiving pensions.

OLDEST PREACHER-STUDENT IN

THE WORLD.

Perhaps the oldest preacher and stu-
dent in the world is the Rev. D. J.
Higgins, a retired minister of the Min-
resota Conference. He expects to be
graduated from Mamline University,

Hamline, Minn., when he is one hun-

lted years old. He will be one hun-
dred age September, 1917.
Aside taking a correspondence
course at Hamline, Dr. Higging is also

veuars of
from

a student in the Southern California
Uriversity, where he is studying
psychology and philosophy. He re-

cently preached in a large Methodist
church. His sermon was analytical,
evangelical, and revealed a mind vig-
orcus and progressive with the old-
time faith in the power of the gospel
to redeem and sanetify the individual
and humanity. Dr, Higgins is a vete-
ran of the cross, and Dr. Hingeley,
the expert in the history of retired
ministers, says, “I believe Dr. Higgina
is the oldest minister in the world.”

A Virginia young lady with ex-
perience desires a position in a re-
fined family. Unusual proficiency in
piano, latest Peabody Conservatory
methods.,  College preparatory in the
usual branches, Latin, German,
French. Highest recommendations
and social references, Box 395, New-
port News, Va.

State Normal School

Hnrrisbnbu.rg. Ya.

Prepares young women for teaching
and home-making. Special courses In
cooking, sewing, millinery, dressmak-
ing, musie, physical culture, Bible
study, ete. Social and spiritual wel-
fare carefully guarded. Students un-
der care of pastor of denomination pre-
ferred by parents. Expenses low. Cat-
alog sent upon request,

JULIAN A. BURRUSS,

5 s __P.rgsld‘e_nt.
The New York School of Secretaries
Enulah: Socl Amenites, Potiamencaes T Eornymormint, Sorotar S o

Individual instruction.
SBeptember 1st,

MPOraneous Spukin‘

Students on probation. Graduates registered. Summer rates to
V. M. WHEAT, Director

New York City

Aeolian Hall, 33 West Forty-Second Street,
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make Mon of Boys. Thorough prepa

«n for College
|. n and Safetly

COL, R, RINGHAM, Sapl., Houts 4, B.x76 Asheville, N, .

Full Literary Cours

Home FEeonomies, Complete
Teachers' Training Department.
writing.

Each depariment strong: individ
each pupil; Christian influence,

heat; Electrie lichts; Baths:

Alabama Synodical College
A Safe Place for Your Daughter
Next Term Will Open September 14

Conservatory of Music, Art and Expression,

Conferred; Able Faculty.

Bookkeeping, Short Hand, Type-

being allowed; splendid buildings ;

Artesian water; Ideal climate, sit-
uated in the mountains of Alabama; Beauntiful campus of nine
acres; Out-door games; Gymnasium,

Expenses reasonable,
Write for Catalogue. Address,

J. R. Thompson, President
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